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INTRODUCTION 
his report contains updated primary and secondary health data to the 2003-
2004 Stark County Health Assessment.   
 

The primary data contains information on education, health and nutrition, social 
service and environment and was obtained from a survey conducted with key 
informants and clients of the Stark County community.  
 
Secondary data on tobacco, nutrition, marriage and divorce, behavioral risk 
factors and child fatalities is included in this report.  Data on tobacco use and 
respondents’ opinions on its effects was taken from the Stark Poll 2004 conducted 
by the University of Akron.  Tobacco use among school age children data was 
extrapolated from the Stark County Health Department Tobacco Intake Survey.  
PedNSS (a nutritional surveillance system developed by Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention) was obtained from the Ohio Department of Health 
website.  PEDNSS provides nutritional data on breastfeeding, child growth and 
anemia, height and weight indicators and race and ethnic distribution.  Marriage 
and divorce data and the Behavioral Risk Factor Survey were also from the Ohio 
Department of Health.  The child fatality data, reported by gender, race, manner 
and cause of death, was provided by the Stark County Child Fatality Review 
Board.   
 
 
 

T
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SUMMARY HEALTH PROFILE 
 
Note: Unless otherwise noted, the following data was obtained from Ohio Department of Health.  Census data is taken from the 2000 census. 

 
TOBACCO USE 
 
STARK COUNTY CIGARETTE SMOKING STARK POLL 2004 

Stark Poll 2004, a random probability survey of households in Stark County, 
conducted by the University of Akron used a final sample of 1,078 respondents.  
This survey indicates that 26% of the 1,078 respondents smoke cigarettes.  Of 
those who smoke, 83% stated they smoke everyday, while 17% noted they smoke 
only some days.  Respondents from households with children were more likely to 
indicate they smoke cigarettes compared to those from households with no 
children present.  Other demographic groups that were more likely to smoke 
cigarettes included unregistered voters, those who rent their homes, urban 
residents, those without a religious preference, Democrats, respondents who 
identified themselves as having a liberal political ideology, full-time students or 
the unemployed, and respondents from households that were worse off financially 
from the previous year, or had relatively low levels of annual income.  In addition, 
progressively younger persons were more likely to smoke cigarettes.   

The following charts are from the Stark Poll 2004 (a complete report which 
includes additional survey results on respondents’ restaurant preferences, 
familiarity with smoke-free dining guide and support for smoke-free legislation, 
can be accessed at http://www.starkhealth.org/). 

STARK COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ FREQUENCY OF CIGARETTE SMOKING BY GENDER 

Respondents by 
Gender 

Frequency of Cigarette Smoking 

 Everyday Some Days Not At All 
 Percent Percent Percent 

All Respondents 21% 4% 74% 
Male  24% 4% 72% 
Female 19% 5% 76% 

Source:  Stark Poll 2004 
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STARK COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ CIGARETTE SMOKING  BY AGE 

Respondents by Age Cigarette Smoking 

 
Doesn’t Smoke Smokes 

 
 Percent Percent 

18-24 Years 55% 48% 
25-34 Years  59% 41% 
35-44 Years 65% 35% 
45-54 Years 70% 30% 
55-64 Years  80% 20% 
65+ 92% 8% 

Source:  Stark Poll 2004 

STARK COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ RECENT ATTEMPTS TO QUIT SMOKING  

Of those respondents who indicated they currently smoke cigarettes, over half 
(57.4%) stated they had stopped smoking for at least one day during the past year 
in an effort to quit smoking.  Of those respondents who smoke less than daily, a 
larger percentage were more likely to have tried quitting (78.7%) than those who 
smoke on a daily basis (54%). 

 
Respondents  Cigarette Smokers Tried to Quit During Past Year 

 Tried to Quit Did Not Try 
 Percent Percent 

All Smokers 57% 43% 
Everyday Smokers  53% 47% 
Some Day Smokers 79% 21% 

Source:  Stark Poll 2004 

STARK COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ LIKELIHOOD OF TRYING TO QUIT SMOKING  

Of those respondents who indicated they currently smoke cigarettes, over 1/3rd 
(38.5%) indicated it was very likely they would try to quit smoking during the 
next six months, 29.8% indicated they were somewhat likely, and 31.6% indicated 
it was not all likely. 

Respondents  Likelihood of Trying to Quit Smoking 

 
Very Likely Somewhat 

Likely 
Not At All Likely 

 Percent Percent Percent 

All Smokers 39% 35% 59% 
Everyday Smokers  30% 31% 22% 
Someday Smokers 32% 34% 20% 

Source:  Stark Poll 2004 
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STARK COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ OPINION ON SMOKING EFFECTS ON CHILDREN  

All survey respondents were asked how harmful they felt exposure to tobacco 
smoke is to the health of children. 

Respondents  Smoking Effect On Children 

 
Very 

Harmful 
Somewhat 
Harmful 

Not At All 
Harmful 

 Percent Percent Percent 

All Smokers 77% 21% 2% 
Everyday Smokers  62% 33% 5% 
Someday Smokers 75% 32% 0% 
Non-Smokers 81% 18% 2% 

Source:  Stark Poll 2004 

STARK COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ OPINION ON SMOKING EFFECTS ON NON-SMOKERS 

All survey respondents were asked how harmful they felt exposure to tobacco 
smoke is to the health of non-smokers. 

Respondents  Smoking Effect On Non-Smokers 

 
Very 

Harmful 
Somewhat 
Harmful 

Not At All 
Harmful 

 Percent Percent Percent 

All Smokers 60% 36% 4% 
Everyday Smokers  38% 54% 9% 
Someday Smokers 54% 44% 2% 
Non-Smokers 67% 31% 2% 

Source:  Stark Poll 2004 
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STARK COUNTY CIGARETTE SMOKING SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN 

 
Stark County Health Department conducted a Tobacco Intake Survey of 
2,595 middle school students, primarily 7th and 8th graders, during the 
school year 2003-2004. The full report can be obtained at their web site 
http://www.starkhealth.org. The following are some highlights of the 
report: 
 

• 7.6% of the 2,595 students surveyed said they smoke cigarettes 
• nearly 3% surveyed admitted using smokeless tobacco 
• 48% of those who admitted smoking said they started because their friends smoked 
• 38% of those who admitted using smokeless tobacco said they started because their 

friends used it 
• 16% of admitted smokers said they started because someone in their family smoked 
• 24% of smokeless tobacco users said they started because family members used it 
• 14.3 years was average age when students started to smoke (average age of survey 

participants was 12.9 years) 
• nearly 7% of aggregated sample admitted they had smoked blunts (small cigars that 

tobacco is sometimes removed or partially replaced and filled with marijuana) 
• 59% of admitted cigarette smokers said they also smoke blunts 
• 89% of participants said it was “false” that smoking cigarettes made “kids look cool 

and fit in better than those who don’t use tobacco” while only 75% of smokers said 
this statement was false 

• 74% of students indicated they believe that the tobacco industry “tries very hard to 
get teenagers to start using tobacco products like cigarettes or snuff” while only 
65% of smokers believed this to be true 

• 23% of participants reported that people smoke everywhere in their home while 
55% of smokers stated this to be true in their homes 

 
Source:  Stark County Health Department 
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NUTRITION 
STARK COUNTY 2002 PEDIATRIC NUTRITION SURVEILLANCE SURVEY 

PedNSS is a nutrition surveillance system developed by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.  PedNSS monitors the general health and nutritional 
status of low-income people up to the age of 18 years who participate in federally 
funded public health programs.  The system is intended to characterize trends and 
patterns in key indicators of nutritional status.  The following charts were obtained 
from the Ohio Department of Health web site and show some of the results as 
reported.  

STARK COUNTY AND OHIO NUMBER AND COMPARISON OF AGE DISTRIBUTION 

  
Included in 
Analysis 

 
0-11 Months 

 
12-23 Months 

 
24-59 Months 

 Number Percent Percent Percent 

Stark 6,354 46.4 18.0 35.6 
Ohio 269,936 39.2 18.7 42.2 

 
STARK COUNTY AND OHIO RACIAL AND ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION 

  
Included 

in 
Analysis 

 
White-

Not 
Hispanic 

 
Black- 

Not 
Hispanic 

 
Hispanic 

 
Amer. 
Ind./ 

Alaskan 

 
Asian/ 
Pacific. 

Islanders. 

 
All 

Other/ 
Unknown 

 Number Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Stark 6,354 73.9 21.8 1.4 0.0 0.3 2.5 
Ohio 269,936 62.4 29.0 4.9 0.1 0.6 3.0 
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STARK COUNTY AND OHIO GROWTH  

 Birth weight 

(infants born Jan. 1-Dec.31,’02) 

Height and Weight 

 
  Low 

<2500 g  
High 

>4000 g 
 Short 

Stature 
<5th 

Underweight
<5th 

Overweight 
>95th 

 Number  Percent 
(rank) 

Percent 
(rank) 

Number Percent 
(rank) 

Percent 
(rank) 

Percent 
(rank) 

Stark 1,843 9.5 (46) 7.3 (53) 5,855 5.6 (42) 4.4 (53) 8.7 (8) 

Ohio 65,879 10.1 6.6 256,275 6.0 4.4 11.9 
 

Note:  

Rank compares this county’s rate to other counties—Rank 1=best rate 

Short Stature based on 2000 CDC growth chart percentiles for length-for-age for children under 2 years and height-for-age for children 2 years and older 

Underweight, Overweight and �years  based on 2000 CDC growth chart percentiles for weight-for-length for children under 2 years of age and BMI-for-age for 

children 2 years and older 

STARK COUNTY AND OHIO GROWTH CONT’D AND ANEMIA INDICATORS 

 Height and Weight Anemia 

 

 Overweight 
� 2 yrs  

 

Low Hb/Hct 

 Number Percent (rank) 
85th- <95th 

Percent (rank) 
>95th 

Number Percent (rank) 

Stark 2,205 13.7 (29) 9.8(25) 4,131 11.5(46) 
Ohio 111,645 14.3 11.1 185,326 14.1 

 

Note:  

Rank compares this county’s rate to other counties—Rank 1=best rate 

Anemia based on 1998 CDC MMWR, “Recommendations to Prevent and Control Iron Deficiency in the United States,” children 6 months of age and older 

included in the analysis 

 

STARK COUNTY AND OHIO BREASTFEEDING 

 Breastfeeding 

 Ever Breastfeed  Breastfeed at least 6 
months 

 

Breastfeed at least 12 
months 

 
 Number Percent (rank) Number Percent (rank) Number Percent (rank) 

Stark 1,868 35.0 (61) 1,122 10.7 (54) 742 6.6 (39) 
Ohio 67,217 38.5 44,687 14.1 33,582 7.8 
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MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RATE  
STARK COUNTY AND OHIO MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RATE  

As reported by the Ohio Department of Health, Stark County’s divorce rate 
decreased significantly from 2002 to 2003.  For every 100 marriages, there were 
67.1 divorces in 2002 compared to 39.9 in 2003 (Ohio’s rate changed slightly, 
from 58.3 in 2002 to 55.7 in 2003). In 2003, 55% of divorces were to couples with 
minor children (Ohio 50.2%).  Comparing Stark County’s rates of 1993 with 
2003, divorces decreased by 5.0% and divorces with minor children increased by 
3.6%.  
 

Marriage and 
Divorce 

Stark 
 

Ohio 

 1993 2002 2003 2003 
 # Rate # Rate # Rate Rate 

Total Marriages 3,155 8.4 2,484 6.6 2,446 6.5 6.7 
1st Marriages of Bride 1,952 61.9 1,556 62.6 1,516 62.0 64.6 
1st Marriages of 
Groom 

2,022 64.1 1,581 63. 1,518 62.1 64.7 

Total Divorces 1,417 3.8 1,666 4.4 977 2.6 3.7 
Divorces with minor 
children 

 
729 

 
51.4 

 
883 

 
53.0 

 
537 

 
55.0 

 
50.2 

Minor Children 
Affected 

1,262 ---. 1,584 --- 935 --- 37,356 

Divorces per 100 
Marriages 

 
--- 

 
44.9 

 
--- 

 
67.1 

 
--- 

 
39.9. 

 
55.7 
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BEHAVIORAL RISK FACTOR SURVEY 
STARK COUNTY AND OHIO BEHAVIORAL RISK FACTOR SURVEY  

The following Behavioral Risk Factor Survey was undertaken by the Ohio 
Department of Health.  The figures for Stark County and Ohio are regional 
estimates. 

Stark 
(regional estimates) 

Ohio  
(estimates) 

 
Risk Factor Indicator 

1999-2001 1999-2001 
 Percent Percent 

Current Cigarette Smokers 28.4 27.2 
Binge Drinking1 14.9 14.9 
No Leisure Time Physical Activity 41.1 37.0 
Regular Physical Exercise2 12.8 12.8 
Fruit & Vegetable Consumption 21.8 23.6 
Adult Obesity (20+ years) 21.6 22.0 
Responsible Sexual Behavior Females3 26.3 37.1 
Responsible Sexual Behavior Males3 51.6 50.6 
Children Wearing Bike Helmets1 35.1 34.3 
Women 40+ years Mammogram within 
past 2 years 

74.3 77.0 

Women 18+ years Pap Smear within 
past 3 years2 

88.1 85.4 

Adults 50+ years Sigmoidoscopy 
within past 5 years 

32.7 35.2 

*Stark County estimated data is based on regional estimates 

11999-2000 data only 
21998-2000 data 
31997, 1999 and-2000 data 
 

   



Stark County 2005 Health Assessment 

Non Profit Solutions 13 

CHILD FATALITY 

The following data was compiled by the Stark County Child Fatality Review 
Board which reviews the records of all children who were residents of Stark 
County at the time of their death.  In 2003, 61% of child deaths were under 1 year 
of age and 67% of deaths were under age 5.  From 2000 through 2003, there were 
a total of 217 deaths of children from birth through 17 years of age—60% male, 
40% female and 60% under 1 year of age. A total of 49 deaths of children who 
died in 2003 were reviewed by the Board. 
 

STARK COUNTY CHILD DEATHS BY GENDER AND AGE GROUP  

Number of Child Deaths 2003 
Ages Males Females Total Deaths 

 Number Number Number 

0-27 days 9 15 24 
28 days–1 year  4 2 6 
1-4 years 2 1 3 
5-9 years 4 2 6 
10-14 years 4 2 6 
15-17 years 3 1 4 
TOTALS 26 23 49 

Source:  Stark County Fatality Review Board 

STARK COUNTY CHILD DEATHS BY RACE AND GENDER 

In 2003, 86% of the 49 child deaths in Stark County were white and 14% black.  
However, based on 2000 census information, the death rates per 100,000 for under 
18 years of age for the White population would be 52.8 and for the Black 
population 75.5.  
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STARK COUNTY CHILD DEATHS BY MANNER OF DEATH  

Manner of Child Death for 2003

74%

16%

2%
4%

4%

Natural

Accident

Suicide

Homicide

Unknown

 
Source:  Stark County Fatality Review Board 

STARK COUNTY CHILD DEATHS BY AGE GROUP AND CAUSE OF DEATH  

 Cause of Child Deaths 2003 

Ages 
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  Number Number Number Number Number Number Number Number Number Number 

0-27 
days 

24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 

28 
days–1 
year  

1 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 6 

1-4 
years 

0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 

5-9 
years 

4  0 0 1 0 0 0 1 6 

10-14 
years 

3 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 6 

15-17 
years 

1 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 4 

Totals 33 3 1 2 4 1 2 11 2 49 
Source:  Stark County Fatality Review Board 
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STARK COUNTY CHILD DEATHS BY CAUSE OF DEATH 2000-2003 

Of the 136 Natural Deaths from 2000-2003, 77% were under 1 year of age, 52% 
prematurity, 26% congenital anomalies, 10% infections, 7% cancer, 4% chronic 
diseases, and 1% various other reasons. 
 

 Cause of Child Deaths 2000-2003 

Year 

N
at
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  Number Number Number Number Number Num
-ber 

Number Number Number Number 

2000 35 3 2 6 2 3 2 0 3 56 

2001  36 6 1 5 0 0 1 0 4 53 
2002 32 5 1 10 5 1 3 0 1 59 
2003 33 3 1 2 4 1 2 1 2 49 
Totals 136 17 5 23 11 5 8 1 1 217 

Source:  Stark County Fatality Review Board 

Note:  There was only 1 poisoning death in four years—in 2003. 
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SURVEYS 
This report contains primary data for health and nutrition, education, social 
services and environment needs/concerns which was obtained from key 
informants (employees and board members of health, education and social service 
agencies, community leaders, politicians, and members of community-at-large) 
and clients, users, and stakeholders of health, education and social service 
agencies.  
 
Surveys were conducted to ascertain needs of Stark County residents for each of 
the following areas: 

• Health and nutrition 
• Education 
• Social services 
• Environment  

Data on the educational, health and nutrition, social services and environmental 
needs and concerns were collected using written questionnaires. Respondents 
were asked to identify their top three needs/concerns from lists in each of the 
above noted areas. 

KEY INFORMANT AFFILIATION 
Ninety-four key informants of 63 different agencies and organizations completed 
and returned surveys related to health and nutrition, education, environment and 
social service needs reported above.  The following table provides details on type 
of agency, number and percent of informants by agency type: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affiliation Respondents Percent

Health Clinics 5 5.3%
Colleges 4 4.3%
Health Department 26 27.7%
Social Service Agencies 36 38.3%
Hospitals 3 3.2%
High School Administrators 7 7.4%

School Nurses 9 9.6%
School Others 4 4.3%

Totals 94 100.0%

Affiliation Profile
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CLIENT, USER, AND STAKEHOLDER AFFILIATION 
Five hundred eighty-five clients, users, and stakeholders from twenty-one 
agencies and organizations completed and returned surveys related to health and 
nutrition, education, social services and environment needs.  The table below 
shows the number and percent of client respondents by agency: 

 

Affiliation Profile - Client Needs Survey 
Affiliation Respondents Percent 

Education 81 14% 
Child Care 118 20% 
Social Services 139 24% 
Health 247 42% 

Totals 585 100% 
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KEY INFORMANT SURVEY 
HEALTH/WELLNESS AND NUTRITION NEEDS  
The following chart presents in rank order, community health, wellness and 
nutrition related needs identified by 94 key informants.  Respondents were asked 
to identify their top three community health, wellness and nutrition related unmet 
needs, concerns or problems. 

EDUCATION NEEDS  
The following chart presents in rank order, community education related needs 
identified by 94 key informants.  Respondents were asked to identify their top 
three community education related unmet needs, concerns or problems. 
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SOCIAL SERVICE NEEDS 
The following chart presents in rank order, community social service related 
needs, identified by 94 key informants.  Respondents were asked to identify their 
top three community social service related unmet needs, concerns or problems. 
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ENVIRONMENT NEEDS 
The following chart presents in rank order, community environmental related 
needs identified by 94 key informants.   Respondents were asked to identify their 
top three community environment related unmet needs, concerns or problems. 
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Source of Data: 2005 Stark County Needs Assessment  Survey of 585 clients, users and stakeholders 

CLIENT SURVEYS 
HEALTH/WELLNESS NEEDS, CONCERNS, PROBLEMS 
The following chart presents in rank order, community health, wellness and 
nutrition related needs identified by 585 clients, users and stakeholders.  
Respondents were asked to identify their top three community health, wellness 
and nutrition related unmet needs, concerns or problems. 
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Source of Data: 2005 Stark County Needs Assessment  Survey of 571 clients, users and stakeholders 

EDUCATION 
The following chart presents in rank order, community education related needs 
identified by 571 clients, users and stakeholders.  Respondents were asked to 
identify their top three community health, wellness and nutrition related unmet 
needs, concerns or problems. 
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Source of Data: 2005 Stark County Needs Assessment  Survey of 585 clients, users and stakeholders 

SOCIAL SERVICES 
The following chart presents in rank order, community social service related needs 
identified by 585 clients, users and stakeholders. Respondents were asked to 
identify their top three community social service related unmet needs, concerns or 
problems. 
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Source of Data:2005 Stark County Needs Assessment Survey of 585 clients, users & stakeholders

ENVIRONMENT NEEDS 
 
The following chart presents in rank order, community environment related needs 
identified by 585 clients, users and stakeholders. Respondents were asked to 
identify their top three community environment related unmet needs, concerns or 
problems.   
 
Of interest in this regard is that a comparison of environment needs identified by 
Clients with those identified by Key Informants indicates a significant disconnect 
between the way the general public (clients) and agency officials (key informants) 
view the important concerns of crime and pollution.  
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STARK COUNTY CLIENT RESPONDENT PROFILE 
The following is a disposition profile of 415 Clients of Stark County Agencies who completed disposition questionnaires along with Need 
Surveys. 

1.   Average Household Size (number of people living in home): 3.27 
2.   Average Number of Household Members Below 18 Years of Age: 1.82 

3.  Age % 4. Gender % 5.  Race and 
Ethnic 
     Composition 

% 6. Household 
income: 

% 

15 to 20 8.44 Female 84.87 White 71.14 $0 to $7,500 29.62
21 to 25 20.92 Male 15.13 Black 24.02 $7,500 to $15,000  21.15
26 to 30 14.68   Hispanic 0.52 $16,000 to $25,00 20.19
31 to 55 47.35   Asian and  

Pacific Islander 
0.74 $26,000 to $35,000 8.65 

56 to 65 6.06   Native 
American 

0.74 Over $35,000 20.38

66 to 75 2.02   Other 2.79   
76 to 85 0.55       

above 85 0.0       
 

7. Sources of Income: %  %  % 
Social Security 7.73 Alimony or Child 

Support 
7.00 Food Stamps 16.91 

Supplemental Security 
Income 

2.92 Disability Benefits 2.92 Community-based 
Charity 

0.44 

Subsidized Housing 4.37 Retirement, VA or 
Military Pension 

2.33 Employment 51.75 

Unemployment 
Compensation 

2.04 Welfare Payments 6.28   

      
9.  Residence %  %  % 

Alliance City  5.84 Limaville Village 0.00 Rural Pike Twp. 0.34 
Navarre Village 0.69 Rural Lexington Twp. 0.86 Meyers Lake Village 0.17 

Rural Bethlehem Twp. 0.68 Louisville City 2.58 North Canton City 3.61 
Canton City 46.56 Rural Marlboro Twp. 0.34 Rural Plain Twp. 5.50 

Rural Canton Twp. 2.58 Massillon City 9.45 Magnolia Village 0.52 
Hills and Dales Village 0.00 Nimishillen Twp. 1.37 Waynesburg Village 0.34 

Rural Jackson Twp. 2.58 East Canton Village 1.37 Rural Sandy Twp. 0.00 
Greentown Village 0.34 Rural Osnaburg Twp. 0.52 Beach City Village 0.34 

Hartville  Village 0.17 Minerva Village 1.03 Brewster Village 0.17 
Uniontown Village 0.34 Rural Paris Twp. 0.34 Wilmont Village 0.00 

Rural Lake Twp. 1.37 Perry Heights 3.44 Rural Sugar Creek Twp. 0.17 
Canal Fulton Village 1.20 Rural Perry Twp. 0.52 Tuscarawas Twp. 2.23 

Rural Lawrence Twp 0.52 East Sparta Village 1.03 Washington Twp. 0.86 
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Health Profile 
Ohio Department Of Health, Data Warehouse. (2005). [Online]: 
http://www.odh.state.oh.us/Data/whare/WhseMain.htm 
 
Stark County Health Department, “Stark Poll 2004” 
 
Stark County Health Department Tobacco Intake Survey 2003-2004 
 
Stark County Health Department, Child Fatality Review Board Annual Report April 2003 
 
Census 2000 
 
 


